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Disability and Carer News

Burden of Care
There are calls for the 30 per cent child care rebate to be extended to carers of the elderly and the disabled. A new report has found these carers are struggling to remain in the workforce, with up to 25 per cent considering leaving their jobs. Julie Bourke, the chairwoman of the Task Force on Care Costs, says there is a strong case for the rebate, which was announced last September, to be extended to help keep them in the work force. "What we're asking for is to extend the rebate to elderly care and disability [care] and remove the $4,000 cap." However, the Federal Minister for Family and Community Services, Kay Patterson, says the Government is fair in its response to the needs of carers. "We're increasing measures as we can in a responsible way, [but] we can't run the Budget into deficit." Should there be more support for carers? Is it reasonable for carers of elderly and disabled relatives to expect the same benefits as parents? What else can be done to help carers to remain in the work force? Is supporting Australia's carers a government obligation or is a community responsibility? Read the posts. (February 23, 2005)
< http://www2b.abc.net.au/news/forum/newsonline4/archives/archive22/default.shtm> 
Multicultural News

Mental Health News

Wednesday, April 19, 2006. 14:16 AEST

Youth mental health advisory board announced 

The Federal Government has announced the make-up of its new youth mental health advisory board.

< http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200604/s1619149.htm> 
Other News
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IRC to review secret ballot rule
There is confusion over a requirement for secret ballots to approve industrial action under the Federal Government's workplace relations overhaul.

< http://www.abc.net.au/news/newsitems/200604/s1618941.htm> 
